
Early Islamic Civilisation 

 

Where is Baghdad? 

Modern day Baghdad can be found in Iraq. Iraq is a 

country within the continent of Asia. Iraq is in the 

west of Asia and the west of Asia is often referred to 

as the Middle East. 

 

 

 

What was the Golden Age of Islam? 

Between the 7th and 10th centuries, Baghdad was 

a place of great wealth. The city was positioned 

between great trade routes and made goods 

that were very 

desirable such as 

paper and ceramic 

tiles. It was also a 

centre of learning. 

Because of all of the 

wealth and  

achievements, this  

period was described  

as the Golden Age  of 

Islam.  
 

 

  Glossary 

1 algebra  
a problem-solving system where letters and other symbols are used to represent numbers and 

quantities 

2 allies nations who choose to support each other 

3 astrology 
the study of the movements and relative positions of planets and stars and how they may have 

an influence on the world 

4 astrolabe a circular metal disc with pointers for measuring the angles of the stars 

5 astronomy  a branch of science that studies space and the universe 

6 caliph the chief Muslim ruler, viewed as the successor of Muhammad 

7 civil war  a war between citizens within the same country 

8 drainage the action of removing surface water or sewage to keep places clean 

9 dynasty a line of rulers of a country 

10 Islam the religion of the Muslims revealed through Muhammad as the Prophet of Allah 

11 merchants a person selling and buying goods with foreign countries 

12 observatory 
a room or building for scientific equipment to be used to study natural phenomena in  the 

universe 

13 papyrus a plant that was stripped and used to make paper by the ancient Egyptians 

14 prophet a person seen as an inspired teacher spreading the word 

15 Qur’an the holy book of the religion Islam 

16 scholars a specialist in a particular subject 

17 textiles a type of cloth or woven fabric 

18 territory an area that is controlled by a country 

19 translators people who translate from one language into another as their job 

20 wood pulp a mixture of wood chips and chemicals that was compressed to make paper 
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